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REMARKS 

Applicants received a n Office Action dated March 9, 2004, in which the Examiner 
contends that the reply filed on January 1, 2004 (Applicants believe the Examiner means January 
30, 2004) was not fully responsive because of the following claim number errors: (a) claims 41 and 
49 were previously canceled and now have text; (b) there are two claims numbered 6; and (c) claims 
in this Amendment do not match the original claims. 

In Applicants' amendment dated January 30, 2004, Applicants inadvertently 
misnumbered the claims in that there were 52 total claims when there should have been 53 due to 
Applicants presenting two claims that were numbered as claim 6. In other words, the second 
occurrence of claim 6 was in fact claim 7 and therefore, the subsequent claims were all of one 
number in terms of their respective claim numbers. This accounted for the errors that the Examiner 
has mentioned. 

In view of these errors, Applicants have amended the numbering of the claims to correct 
the typographical error that the Examiner noticed, namely the occurrence of two claim number 6. 
The claims should now read properly according to previous submissions and therefore Applicants 
are fully responsive to all outstanding issues. 

The present Amendment includes those changes that presented in an Amendment 
submitted on March 8, 2004 after the undersigned notice the previous claim numbering problem and 
attempted to reconcile it in this Amendment. The March 8, 2004 Amendment thus did not reach the 
Examiner before he sent the present Office Action. 

As previously mentioned, Applicants has also amended each of the independent 
apparatus claims to clarify and more particularly point out that the metal wire layer in the present 
golf club shaft is formed of a first and a second metal wire layer that are overlaid; however, the first 
metal wire layer is first laid over the shaft and winded helically thereover and then the second metal 
wire layer is laid over the first metal wire layer and is helically winded thereover. This is another 
feature that is present in the claimed golf club shaft but is not present in the cited references. In 
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other words and more particularly, the Suzue et al. reference discloses a net-like pattern; however, 
this is formed and laid over the shaft in a substantially different way. More specifically, the metal 
wire layer is formed as a sheet having a number of openings that are formed therein. Thus, this 
member is a grid integrally in molding and is made of a single flat metal sheet that is perforated to 
form the net-like pattern. Thus, it is not formed of two separate wire layers that are winded 
helically over an underlying member, which in the case of the second metal wire layer is the first 
metal wire layer. This feature is present in the claimed method claims. No new matter is being 
introduced by way of this amendment. 



In view of the above, each of the presently pending claims in this application is believed 



to be in immediate condition for allowance. Accordingly, the Examiner is respectfully requested to 
pass this application to issue. / 



Dated: April 9, 2004 
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